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Tutorial
This is a brief tutorial on the use of the 
ITRC Mining Waste Web-based technical 
and regulatory guidance document.



Overview Page 
The Mining Waste Technology Selection site is 
designed to allow the user to quickly identify a 
list of technologies that have been demonstrated 
at sites with mining-influenced water, solid 
mining waste, or both. The scrolling photos on 
the opening page are taken from mine sites 
around the United States.

Note several essential points before beginning:
ITRC offers FREE 2-hour Internet-based training 
on this guidance. To register, click on the link in 
the upper right corner of the opening page.



Overview Page (continued) 
A printable version of each page can be 
downloaded by clicking on the upper right corner 
of the page below the banner. Please remember 
that this command prints only the page you are 
viewing. There are 22 individual technologies 
and 59 case studies that can be printed 
separately. Because of the number of pages 
involved, we don’t recommend printing the entire 
series of documents. 



Overview Page (continued) 
The left sidebar allows you to navigate easily 
through the website. It also allows you to visit 
the ITRC Mining Waste Team public page and 
the ITRC home page. The home page has up-to-
the-minute news about ITRC, other ITRC teams, 
guidance documents, Internet-based training, 
and the ITRC Industrial Affiliates Program 
for site owners and consultants wishing to 
participate in ITRC. You can also navigate to the 
ITRC Disclaimer and Acknowledgements page 
from the sidebar.



Overview Page (continued) 
The Appendices section works the same way.



Decision Tree
The guidance is set up to help a user select 
applicable technologies by responding to a few 
simple, intuitive questions.



Decision Tree (continued) 
Some terms used in the guidance may have 
multiple definitions. We have provided definitions 
where they may be helpful. For example, on 
this initial decision tree, the user may choose 
between a solution that can be implemented 
“immediately” versus a solution that to be 
implemented over a longer period of time. 
As you move the cursor over the “Immediate 
Decision Tree,” the definition for “immediate” as 
used in this guidance is revealed. Likewise, the 
“Long Term” decision tree shows the definition 
used in this guidance for “long term.”Do you need to take an action 

immediately or do you have
a longer time period to
implement your action?

Long Term
Do you have a solid mining 
waste or mining-influenced

water problem?

Solid Mining Waste
Decision Tree

Mining-Influenced
Water Decision Tree

Immediate Decision Tree

 Mining Waste Team Decision Tree—Initial Questions

Immediate – a situation which 
should be addressed within 
two years to prevent exposure. 
These are generally situations 
where there is actual human 
or environmental exposure 
occurring.

Do you need to take an action 
immediately or do you have

a longer time period to
implement your action?

Long Term
Do you have a solid mining 
waste or mining-influenced

water problem?

Solid Mining Waste
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Immediate Decision Tree

 Mining Waste Team Decision Tree—Initial Questions

Long term – a situation where 
the solution to a mining solid 
waste or mining-influenced 
water problem can extend 
beyond two years. 



Decision Tree (continued) 
When you click on the Immediate Decision Tree, 
you will see a small diagram in the upper right 
that shows you where in the decision tree you 
are and where else you can go. The section of 
the decision tree you are in is colored; the other 
parts are white.



Decision Tree (continued) 
If you need a technology for solid mining 
waste that can be implemented immediately, 
follow the flow lines down through the Solid 
Mining Waste Decision Tree. You must decide 
whether you need a permanent solution or if a 
temporary solution will be sufficient. If you need 
a permanent solution, move down the decision 
tree to the green box containing the technologies 
that are applicable to that site situation. There 
you can choose among the following:

•	Excavation and Disposal
•	Capping, Covers and Grading
•	Passivation
•	Chemical Stabilization
•	Phytotechnologies
•	Administrative and Engineering Controls



Technology Overview 
To learn about one of these technologies, simply 
click on its name. This link takes you to the 
technology overview.



Technology Overview 
(continued) 
To view case studies where the technology has 
been used in a mining waste situation, simply 
scroll to the case study table at the end of  
the document.



Technology Overview 
(continued) 
You will also encounter the names of, and links 
to, case studies in the text as you read the 
technology overview. Either way, the name of the 
case study, “Boston Mill,” for instance, is a link to 
the case study.

Each pathway in the decision tree works in the 
same manner.



Case Studies 
If you would rather see all the case studies 
included in this guidance, click on “Case 
Studies” in the left sidebar.



Case Studies (continued) 
By clicking on a state in the map, for instance 
“Oklahoma,” you are moved to that section of 
the case study table that contains all the case 
studies collected from Oklahoma sites.



Case Studies (continued) 
Move the cursor to any of the case study titles 
and click to open the case study.



Case Studies (continued) 
The selected page, “McNeely Green 
Reclamation Tar Creek Superfund Site: Ottawa 
County, Oklahoma,” is displayed.



Case Studies (continued) 
There is return navigation at the bottom of  
each page.



Other Resources 
Remember, for a longer version of a how to use 
this site, including a description of several case 
studies, please click on “Register for Free IBT 
Training on Document.”

Click Here to register now for the ITRC free 
Internet-based training on “Mining Waste 
Treatment Technology Selection.”

Close the browser window to exit this tutorial 
and return to the ITRC Mining Waste Web-based 
technical and regulatory guidance document. 

https://itrcweb.org/ibt.asp#mining

